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Dear Dr
Please write a referral letter about each of the following patients. You may assume that each patient’s demographic details, medication and allergies have already been listed in your letter. Only the positive findings are mentioned in the table below. You may also assume that any other history or clinical examination that you might deem necessary before referral are normal. As an example we offer you a letter about the first patient on the list, Sue Eggleston. 
Please type your letter about each patient on a separate page.

	No
	Patient, age

[Referred to]
	Problem and duration
	Positive findings on examination
	Results of  investigation:positive findings only

	Other

	
	Sue Eggleston, 51

[Gynaecologist]
	Postmenopausal bleeding, two episodes of bleeding  6 months after menopause
	Nil
	Nil abnormal
	Anxious, separated from husband 3 months ago.

[See example below]

	1
	John Campbell, 55

[Urologist]
	Painless haematuria, 6 weeks
	Nil
	Nil abnormal
	Brother has prostatism

	2
	Fred Smith,79

[Respiratory physician]
	Cough, 3 months
	Coarse creps both bases
	Nil abnormal
	Wife died of lung cancer recently

	3
	Margery Goldsmith, 45

[ Breast surgeon]
	Breast lump, 2 weeks
	Painless rubbery smooth lump 0.5cm
	Suspicious mammogram.
	Sister has breast cancer

	4
	George Orwell, 68

[Gastroe’logist]
	Rectal bleeding, 6 weeks
	Nil
	Iron deficiency anaemia.
	Past history of haemorrhoids

	5
	Gemima Jones, 37

[Gastroe’logist]
	Dyspepsia, 4 months
	Weight loss- 6 kilos in 3 months
	Nil abnormal
	Smoker

	6
	Mary Harris, 69

[Breast surgeon]
	Right Breast pain, 6 months
	Nil
	Nil abnormal
	Husband is terminally ill.

	7
	Joe Taylor, 56 [Respiratory physician]
	Haemoptysis, 8 weeks
	Rhonchi in both lung fields.
	Suspicious circular mass on Chest X-ray
	Smoker. Does not wish to know the diagnosis.

	8
	Jeremy Hackett, 45

[Urologist]
	Urinary frequency and hesitancy
	Enlarged regular prostate gland
	Nil abnormal
	Unable to cope at work, office job due to symptoms

	8
	Lynn Smythe, 30

[Gynaecologist]
	Bloody vaginal discharge
	Cervix bleeds on contact
	Nil abnormal
	Intensive care nurse

	10
	Sarah Eggleston, 40

[Gynaecologist]
	Post coital bleeding, 3 months
	Nil
	Nil abnormal
	Had a termination of pregnancy 7 years ago.


Example letter:
Re: 
Sue Eggleston
Dear Gynaecologist,

I would value your advice about this anxious 51 year old lady who presents with two episodes of postmenopausal bleeding. She is generally fit and well. She is not currently sexually active, she has two children and recently became a grandma. Her weight is steady and she has never been on HRT. I have conducted a pelvic examination. Her uterus is small and mobile with no adnexal masses. A pelvic ultrasound scan is reported as normal and a high vaginal swab revealed vaginal commensals only. Her recent PAP smear was clear. I am concerned that we do not have an explanation for two episodes of vaginal bleeding since her menopause and feel she warrants a specialist opinion. I have advised her that referral is to rule out the slight possibility of a uterine malignancy.
Yours sincerely,

GP.
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